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purpose of more effective regulation of cross-national flows of
fentanyl-related substances and combat unregulated and illegal
activities, both sides should proceed from faith in functional
cooperation and strengthen interactions in the fields of public
health and judicial cooperation.

The National Security of Liminality: Australian’s National
Security Studies

National security studies in Australia are deeply shaped and
influenced by the country’s identity as a liminal and middle-sized
state in the world geopolitical landscape. Australian national
security studies focus on three themes: Australia’s identity and
position in the world, its alliance with the United States, and
exploring national security issues that are new to traditional
security studies in major powers. Australian national security
studies place greater emphasis on climate security, human
security, and a feminist national security approach. Research on
these issues helps to expand the scope of and provide new lens to
national security studies in general.

From Sovereign-state to Nation-state: Rethinking the

Bedrock Unit of International Relations Research

Sovereign-state and nation-state are two key concepts in IR
theories, referring to state actors in the modern international
system. But they are not the same. A sovereign-state is a state
shaped by Bodin’s theory of sovereignty. Bodin’s theory of
sovereignty was intended to dispel the interference of church
power in the power of monarchs. Through the continuous
theoretical enrichment by Grotius, Hobbes, and other thinkers,
sovereignty was considered the essential attribute of the state as a
political actor. With it, the state possessed two basic
characteristics: a supreme and inviolable national personality. and
recognition by other sovereign-states. This then enhanced the
ability of sovereign-states to build an international society and
accelerated the formation of the European international system.
With the coming of the bourgeois revolution, under the influence
of Enlightenment thinkers, sovereignty became an important
instrument against monarchy. The people owned the sovereignty,
and the nation-state quickly became a new form of sovereign-state
and gained identity based on ethnicity, language, and religion, so
national identification became an important issue of state
distinctiveness. Sovereignty represents the common attribute of a
state since its formation, but the nation-state is only a type of
sovereign-state that emerged at a specific historical stage.





