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A Provincial Perspective on the Governance of Theft Cases in
the Qing Dynasty : An Inquiry Centered on Provincial
Regulations

XU Xin
(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Social Sciences in China Press, Beijing 100006, China)

[Abstract] This study examines the judicial governance system in local contexts during the Qing Dy-
nasty, with particular emphasis on the provincial and county levels. Theft cases represent one of the most
critical components of local justice. Provincial officials reinforced oversight and management of theft cases
through the formulation and implementation of provincial regulations. In their specific measures, provincial
officials prioritized the maintenance of social order, holding county and district officials primarily responsi-
ble for the timely resolution of theft cases. They adopted a notably severe stance towards persistent crimi-
nals, often imposing harsher penalties based on principles such as “not accounting for the value of stolen
goods.” Furthermore, they established mechanisms such as merit and demerit records to manage county
and district officials. However, due to pressures associated with performance evaluations, county and dis-
trict officials frequently exhibited a passive approach towards the handling of theft cases, and in some in-
stances, concealed pertinent information. As an embodiment of the judicial will of provincial officials, pro-
vincial regulations reflect not only their stance in managing theft cases but also illuminate the inherent ten-
sions between provincial and county officials regarding judicial objectives. The interaction and negotiation
between these two tiers profoundly influenced the effective governance of theft cases in local Qing contexts.

[Key words] provincial regulations; theft cases in the Qing Dynasty; provincial officials; local judi-
cial system
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