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Abstract ; The 19th century in Europe began with the Napoleonic Wars spawned by the French Revolution. The post —
war “Vienna System” established the basic framework of international law for the “Century of Peace”. However, this peace
was maintained at the cost of European wars against the external world. As the theory of civilizational hierarchy—imbued
with the doctrine of commercial superiority—gradually gained traction and became further entrenched through the positiviza-
tion of international law, it provided a new jurisprudential foundation for Europeans to wage wars against the non — European
world under the pretext of commerce. The universalist claims pursued by Britain, France, and others through imperial ex-
pansion encountered stubborn resistance from non — Western states. The structural coupling of casus belli( grounds for war)
and imperial rationales imposed new imperatives on the theory of war law, prompting the jurisprudential basis of the right to
war to evolve from free trade to liberal imperialism. The Opium War, which marked the beginning of modern Chinese histo-
ry, erupted precisely during this period. The British Empire’ s decision to wage war against the Qing government essentially
invoked the "right to free trade" as its legal justification. By the late 19th century, capital had penetrated the political life
of humanity with unprecedented breadth and depth, reducing nation — states to parasitic tools for bourgeois profit. The rise
of disciplines like geopolitics allowed the question of justification for war to transcend the boundaries of legal scholarship.
Commerce now served simultaneously as the basis for the right to war, a constraint on warfare, and even an integral compo-
nent of war itself.
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